JOHN    EVELYN
Characteristically  there  is  no  mention of it in
Evelyn's letters or any record, of it In his diary,
The last, letter preserved from Taylor is dated
iGth November, i(Hn, after Charles II had given him
his appointment of Bishop of Down and Connor,
and is so cordial in lone, so .solicitous of Evelyn's
welfare and so sincere in admiration of his excellence
ilmt if is unlikely that it was the last of the corres-
pondence: btlwreit these close friends, although they
were now separated by a considerable distance*
Taylor died six years later at Lisrnore, It is un-
doubtedly a high tribute to Kvelyn thai such a man
should have* valued his friendship and recognised so
fully his qualities.
His veneration for Jeremy Taylor was religious,
His veneration for Robert Boyle was scientific* The
correspondence with the two is concurrent. Evelyn
and Boyle, both being Fellows of the Royal Society,
nurt constantly, and various scientific experiments
were carried out by "that excellent person and great
philosopher/1 Their correspondence is mainly on
scientific, subjects ranging from the essence of roses
to varnish, But there arc two long letters from
Evelyn which, deserve special notice, both written
in 1659* In the Erst he enlarges on an elaborate
scheme he had drawn up for the erection of a Philo-
sophic and Mathematical College, The institution
wan to be run on conventual lines and the inmates
were to live by a rigid rule* He and his wife were to
live there in separate apartments. There was to be a
chapel as well as refectory, library,, and cells, and
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